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{  GATHERED WORSHIP: The Triune God Renews His People  }

“The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.”

—Martin Luther

“A thorough understanding of the Bible is better than a  

college education.”

—Teddy Roosevelt

“Of the many influences that have shaped the United States  

into a distinctive nation and people, none may be said to be 

more fundamental and enduring than the Bible.”

—Ronald Reagan

“The law of the LORD is perfect.” 

—King David

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that  

the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

—the Apostle Paul in his last letter to Timothy

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 

—Jesus Christ in His high priestly prayer



7	 Congregation stand as able. 

7	 CALL TO WORSHIP

 Dan Edwards

 (Congregational responses are italicized.) 

 Psalm 95:1-3 

 

 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 For the LORD is a great God,  

 and a great King above all gods.

 

 



  7	HYMN OF PRAISE

 “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

 Come, Christians, join to sing

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Loud praise to Christ our King;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Let all, with heart and voice,

 Before His throne rejoice;

 Praise is his gracious choice:

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Come, lift your hearts on high;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Let praises fill the sky;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 He is our Guide and Friend;

 To us he’ll condescend;

 His love shall never end:

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Praise yet our Christ again;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Life shall not end the strain;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 On heaven’s blissful shore

 His goodness we’ll adore,

 Singing forevermore,

 “Alleluia! Amen!”

 Words: Christian H. Bateman, 1843. Music: Traditional Spanish melody;  

arr. by David Evans, 1927.



7 PRAYER OF ADORATION
 

 Glory be to You, O Father everlasting, 

 Who did send Your only-begotten Son into the world, 

 that we might live through Him. 

 Glory be to You, O Lord Jesus Christ, 

 Who has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

 Glory be to You, O Holy Spirit, 

 Who does quicken us together with Christ, 

 and does shed abroad His love in our hearts. 

 Blessed be You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God;

 and blessed be Your glorious Name forever. 

 Amen. 

 —Book of Common Worship

 



READING FROM THE PROPHETS

Kristi Gidley

 

Ezekiel 36:22-28 

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is 

not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the 

sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations 

to which you came. 23And I will vindicate the holiness of my great 

name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you 

have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am 

the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my 

holiness before their eyes. 24I will take you from the nations and 

gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 
25I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all 

your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26And I 

will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And 

I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart 

of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 

in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28You shall dwell in the 

land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will 

be your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



7	 SONG OF THE SPIRIT

 “Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit”

 

 

 Words and Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty.



READING FROM THE GOSPELS
 

Matthew 16:21-26

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, 

Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 

not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever 

would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



 HYMN OF THE CROSS
 
 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”

 Jesus, keep me near the cross,

 There a precious fountain,

 Free to all—a healing stream, 

 Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

 Refrain:

 In the cross, in the cross,

 Be my glory ever;

 Till my raptured soul shall find

 Rest beyond the river.

 Near the cross, a trembling soul,

 Love and mercy found me;

 There the Bright and Morning Star

 Shed its beams around me.

 (Refrain)

 Near the cross! O Lamb of God,

 Bring its scenes before me;

 Help me walk from day to day,

 With its shadow o’er me.

 (Refrain)

 

 Near the cross I’ll watch and wait,

 Hoping, trusting ever,

 Till I reach the golden strand,

 Just beyond the river.

 (Refrain)

 Words: Fanny J. Crosby, 1869. Music: William H. Doane, 1869.
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 GIVING OF FIRST FRUITS
 
 “Come Light Our Hearts”

 Casey O'Dell, soloist

 For You, O Lord our souls in stillness wait;

 Truly our hope is in You,

 Truly our hope is in You.

 O Lord of life, our only hope,

 Your radiance shines

 On all who look to You in the dark,

 Emmanuel come, come light our hearts.

 Oh Joy above, all other loves

 In You we find, more than enough.

 We come as we are, O heal and restore,

 Come light our hearts.

 
 Words and Music: Sandra McCracken, 2016.



The Sacrament of Baptism
Reid Hardy Litten
son of sara and paul litten

Thompson James Davis
son of rachel and walt davis

PARENTAL VOWS

        1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus  

        Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

        2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in his behalf, and do you look         

        in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for your own?

        3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in        

        humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before     

        him a godly example, that you will pray with and for him, that you will  

        teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by        

        all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and 

        admonition of the Lord?

CONGREGATIONAL  VOW

        Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the        

        parents in the Christian nurture of these children?

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

THE BAPTISM

THE PRAYER OF BLESSING



			 PASSING OF THE PEACE

        The peace of the LORD be with you. 

 And also with you.

        Greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.

 MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Leslie Brooks

 Visitors and members, please take a moment to fill out the pew pad. 

You may read all of our ministry announcements on page 20.

 

 Children are dismissed at this time.
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THE MORNING PRAYERS

Michael Latta

 



READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
 

Acts 2:42-47

42And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe 

came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 

done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together 

and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 

as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day 

those who were being saved.

All flesh is like grass,

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

 but the word of our God stands forever. 
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MESSAGE

"the spirit-filled church: learning”

Sandy Willson
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

All who are united in Christ Jesus by faith and are baptized, communing

members of His visible Church are invited to come to the Lord’s Table. If 

you are not communing but would like to participate, come forward and 

fold your hands, and you will receive a prayer of blessing from the server.

The congregation will read aloud the portions that are italicized.

Prayer of Confession

Most holy and merciful Father:

we acknowledge and confess before You

our sinful nature, prone to evil and slothful in good,

and all our shortcomings and offenses. 

You alone know how often we have sinned:

in wandering from Your ways,

in wasting Your gifts,

in forgetting Your love. 

But You, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

who are ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have displeased You. 

Teach us to hate our errors;

cleanse us from our secret faults;

and forgive our sins, for the sake of Your dear Son. 

And, O most holy and loving Father, 

help us, we beseech You,

to live in Your light and walk in Your ways,

according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—Book of Common Worship



Assurance of Pardon

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:

though your sins are like scarlet,

    they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red like crimson,

    they shall become like wool.

—Isaiah 1:18

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you forgiveness of all 

your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 

and consolation of His Holy Spirit.

Apostle's Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Praise to the Trinity

"Christ is Made the Sure Foundation"

Laud and honor to the Father, Laud and honor to the Son,

Laud and honor to the Spirit, Ever Three and ever One,

One in might, and One in glory, While unending ages run.
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Words of Institution

from 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold 

and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under your Table, but you are the same Lord 

whose property is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to commemorate in this breaking of bread 

the death of your dear son Jesus Christ, 

that we may feed on him in our hearts by faith, 

and that we may evermore dwell in Him,  

and He in us. Amen.

Prayer of Consecration

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these 

your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup 

we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with 

all who share this feast and united in ministry with your people 

in every place. 

This we pray in the name of the One who taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

If you desire gluten free bread, please walk down the center aisle, either upstairs or down, 

and the server will provide it accordingly. 



 HYMNS FOR THE EUCHARIST
 Congregation, please sing the Hymns for the Eucharist during Communion.

 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

 Words: William C. Dix, 1867. Music: Jeff Koonce, 2013.



 “Before the Throne of God Above”

 Before the throne of God above

 I have a strong, a perfect plea;

 A great High Priest, Whose name is Love,

 Who ever lives and pleads for me.

 My name is graven on His hands,

 My name is written on His heart;

 I know that while in heav’n He stands

 No tongue can bid me thence depart,

 No tongue can bid me thence depart.

 When Satan tempts me to despair,

 And tells me of the guilt within,

 Upward I look and see Him there

 Who made an end to all my sin.

 Because the sinless Savior died,

 My sinful soul is counted free;

 For God, the Just, is satisfied

 To look on Him and pardon me,

 To look on Him and pardon me.

 Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb!

 My perfect, spotless Righteousness,

 The great unchangeable I AM,

 The King of glory and of grace.

 One with Himself, I cannot die;

 My soul is purchased by His blood;

 My life is hid with Christ on high,

 With Christ, my Savior and my God,

 With Christ my Savior and my God.

 Words: Charitie Lees Bancroft. Music: Vikki Cook, 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship 

(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing (IM)).



7		PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

	 Almighty and ever living God,

 we most heartily thank You that in Your great love

 You have fed us at Your table with this spiritual food,

 and have assured us of Your goodness toward us;

 and that we are members of the mystical Body of Your Son,

 the blessed company of all faithful people,

 and heirs of Your everlasting kingdom. 

 And we beseech You, O Heavenly Father,

 so to assist us with Your grace

 that we may continue in this holy fellowship,

 and live henceforth to Your glory;

 through Jesus Christ our Lord,

 Who lives and reigns, and is worshipped and glorified with You,

 O Father and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen. 

 —Book of Common Worship

7		CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
 

 "Come, Christians, Join to Sing"

 Praise yet our Christ again;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 Life shall not end the strain;

 Alleluia! Amen!

 On heaven’s blissful shore

 His goodness we’ll adore,

 Singing forevermore,

 “Alleluia! Amen!”

7		BENEDICTION



MINISTRIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Children's Worship Information. Following the Sunday morning worship 
service, parents will find their children attending Children's Worship in the 
following rooms:
     Rising 4K & Kindergarten b C221 (available for the entire worship hour)
    Rising 1st-4th Grades b C316 (dismissed during the Passing of the Peace)
 
Summer Sessions. We are offering two Sunday School options this summer 
for adults June 10, 17, 24, and July 1. Dr. Mark Gignilliat will be teaching from 
the Psalms in the Sanctuary. Melody and Traylor Lovvorn will be teaching 
"My Secure Family" in the Fellowship Hall, a seminar about how to effectively 
shepherd your children in the world of technology. Please join us for one of 
these classes!

Women's Summer Salad Suppers. Ladies, we are once again coming together 
in homes on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 to hear the stories of our Covenant sisters. 
This is a wonderful time of food and fellowship and a great way to get to know 
each other. Dinner will be available and no reservations are required! You can 
find all the dates and details at covpres.com/summersaladsuppers. 

Moms' Summer Studies. We have several opportunities this summer for moms  
of all ages to connect, refresh, and be encouraged in motherhood by gathering 
with other women and spending time in the Word. The first session is Monday, 
June 11 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in the Dining Room. (Nursery will be provided.)
Questions? Contact Katie Flores at kflores@covpres.com.

Vacation Bible School. Covenant's VBS Beach Bash is next week, Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. All rising 4k-4th graders are 
invited. You can register your child and sign up to volunteer at covpres.com/
childrens-ministry. 

RA Camp at Covenant. Restoration Academy is coming to Covenant for camp 
June 25-29 from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. each day. Volunteer to help with CFAP 
and BFAP projects and hang out with the 1st-8th graders from RA. Kids are 
welcome to serve with you! Sign up to serve at covpres.com/childrens-ministry.

Summer Choir & Men's Chorus. You're invited to join Summer Choir! Our first 
rehearsal is June 20 from 6:00-7:15 p.m. in S103, and we will sing in gathered 
worship on June 24. Dinner will be available at 5:30, and nursery will be available 
by emailing nursery@covpres.com. Also, men, join our men's chorus on Sunday, 
June 17! We will rehearse in the Sanctuary at 8:15 a.m. 



THIS WEEK AT COVENANT: June 10-16, 2018

SUNDAY, June 10
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

MONDAY, June 11
9:00-10:30 a.m.

6:30-8:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, June 12
6:30 p.m.

Coffee Fellowship (Commons) 
Gathered Worship (Sanctuary)
Children's Worship | Rising 4K through Rising 4th grade
Sunday School Summer Sessions:
Psalms with Dr. Mark Gignilliat (Sanctuary) 
My Secure Family with Melody and Traylor Lovvorn 
(Fellowship Hall)

Senior High departs for RYM Colorado
Mom's Summer Study: Connect, Refresh, Encourage
(Dining Room)
College Ministry: Monday Dinner
(3416 Water Oak Drive)

Women's Ministry: Summer Salad Supper
Connie Edwards speaking at the home of Leslie Brooks 
(109 Hillsdale Drive 35213)

Should you need pastoral assistance after our regular office hours, please contact our pastor  
on call at 205-874-3559 (Dan Edwards, June 11-17).



STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Marty Crawford, Church Administrator mcrawford@covpres.com

David Driskill, Assistant Pastor  ddriskill@covpres.com

Dan Edwards, Pastor to Children and Families dedwards@covpres.com

Ingram Link, Director of Women's Ministries ilink@covpres.com

Sandy Willson, Interim Senior Pastor  swillson@covpres.com

MINISTRY AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Rick Barnes, Director of Musical Arts  rbarnes@covpres.com

Jami Bennett, Director of MDO and Nursery Ministries jbennett@covpres.com

Austin Braasch, Student Ministries Intern jabraasch129@gmail.com

Katie Caldwell, Director of Design and Production kcaldwell@covpres.com

Meg Cotney, Financial Secretary  mcotney@covpres.com

Tyler Cuidon, Technical Director  tyler.cuidon@gmail.com 

Rachel Davis, Assistant Director of Girls Ministries shields.rachel.c@gmail.com

Katie Flores, Director of Pre-School Ministries kflores@covpres.com

Phyllis Hamm, Ministry Assistant  phamm@covpres.com

Bill Hay, Pastor Emeritus  bhay@covpres.com

Sara Litten, Director of Girls Ministries slitten@covpres.com

Stacey Loyless, Director of Communications and Media sloyless@covpres.com

Kim Oliver, Assistant to the Interim Senior Pastor koliver@covpres.com

Traci Parker, Director of Food Services tparker@covpres.com

Tyrone Perry, Facilities Manager  tperry@covpres.com

Brooke Stewart, Covenant Day School Director bstewart@covpres.com

Karan Stuart, Receptionist  kstuart@covpres.com

Laura Tucker, Ministry Assistant, Children & Families ltucker@covpres.com

Victoria Williams, Administrative Assistant vwilliams@covpres.com



RULING ELDERS

 

DEACONS

2018

Brandon Bishop

Nathan Collums

John Harrelson

Randall Lancaster

Matt Searson

Patrick Strong

Darrell Tucker

2019

Jim Bennett

Gary Gorham

Keith Harrelson

Jeff Hayes

Steve Killgore

Steve Pfitzer

Brent Powell

John Shank

Todd Sitton

William Slappey

Billy Tapscott

2020

Tripp Alexander

Paul Darden

Jay Evans

Bryan Flores

John Gant

John David Gray

Marty Martin

Bud Miller

Tyler O’Connor

John Shults

Danny Smith

Robert Stephens

Clark Worrell

2018

AC Frese

Eric Getty

John Hamilton

Daniel Murray

Warren Norville

Jason Peevy

Ben Walker

Clay Wheeler

Charles White

2019

Ty Dedmon

Jeff Dyess

Rick Flynn

Heath Henderson

Tom McKnight

John Smith T

Richard Thompson

2020

Bill Bennett

Will Brooke

Michael Latta

Charlie Logan

Paul Loyless

Bob Schaffeld

Lee Sheppard

Steve Stigler

Mark Taylor

John Wood

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

 

Paul Darden

Jeff Dyess

Dave Driskill (Pastoral Liaison)

Will Gurner

John Hamilton

Keith Harrelson

Randall Lancaster

Michael Latta

Kate McKnight

Mary T Miller

Nancy Pless

Clyde Prather

Joe Strickland

Barbara Thompson



BIBLE READING PLAN

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use  
them along with your worship guide as resources for readings, prayers, and hymns.  
The scripture readings are from Ligonier Ministries and are designed around a one- 
year cycle that will allow you to read through the New Testament or the entire Bible  
in 2018.

JUNE READING PLAN
 
 2 CHRONICLES  JOHN
1 N 4-6  N 12:20-50
2/3  N 7-12  N 13:1-14:14
4  N 13-15 N 14:15-31
5  N 16-18 N 15:1-17
6  N 19-22  N 15:18-16:15
7  N 23-25 N 16:16-33
8  N 26-28  N 17
9/10  N 29-33  N 18
11 N 34-36  N 19:1-19:16a
 
 EZRA
12  N 1–2  N 19:16b-42
13  N 3-5  N 20
14 N 6-8  N 21
  
  ACTS
15  N 9-10  N 1
 
 NEHEMIAH
16/17  N 1-5  N 2:1-41
18  N 6-8  N 2:42-3:10
19  N 9-11  N 3:11-4:22
20  N 12-13  N 4:23-37
 
 ESTHER
21  N 1-3  N 5:1-16
22  N 4-6  N 5:17-42
23/24 N 7-Job 2  N 6:1-7:22
 
 JOB
25  N 3-6  N 7:23-34
26  N 7-9  N 7:35-8:3
27  N 10-12  N 8:4-25
28  N 13-15  N 8:26-40
29  N 16-18  N 9:1-22
30/Jul 1  N 19-23 N 9:23-10:8


